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fall under that category.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN " Okay, that's what | wanted to be gyre of.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: M . President and nenbers of the body, | would

just like to state a few facts to you. Senator Conway explained
the bill verygcod but let me citea few facts that | received
from the National Transportation Safety Board. They say that
more people are killed while involvedin boating than gny gther
mode of transportation except highways. Two-t hirds of all
boating facilities.. or of all boating fatalities jpvolve
al cohol and one-third of those had a blood ¢gontent of 10 or
hi gher . Ninety percent of the recreational boating fatalities
are the result of drowning and alcohol has been present jp
67 percent of all drowning victins. Ther e are two other

important factors involved jn drinking and boating and one
factor concerns the effects of alcohol in your body when you ge

in the water.  The second concerns general stress factors
involved in boating and water recreation. There is a tendency
to become disoriented when you are in cold water. Thi s

disorienting factor can be greatly magnified when you h ave
alcohol in yourblood. The effects of alcohol on your bal ance
are increased when cold water cones into contact with your inner

ear. Good swimrers have not survived the shock and the panic of
a sudden plunge into cold water. Alcohol seriously adds to this
dilemma. People who boat for recreational purposes ysyally do
so for several consecutive hours. They are exposedto extra
noise, wind, glare, yjpration and bouncing around on the water,
becoming oriented to being in a boat on water 5;nhdso on. These

factors alone cause stress and may lower a person's normal

f unctions. Agai n, alcohol greatly increases these effects
especially if the person has been drinking under these
circunstances for a few hours. On water, there are no traffic
signals. There are no cranes of traffic, no stop signs, no

crosswalks and no speedlimit on lakes. And Lewis and Clark
Lake is located along the 19th District, also the M ssouri River

borders my legi slative (jistrict. These factors are
greatly...these factors that | tal ked about greatly increase the
safety problems in boating and I just feel that this bill is 4

reasonabl e protection for people who enjoy water sports on

Nebraska lakes and rivers. Aand one additional point about the
blll, the bill also states that it is agai nst the law to Operate
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